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 We are excited for this season because 
Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the New 
Year are coming soon.  Nakayoshi children are 
growing up fast.  
 Children in the two-year-old classrooms are 
increasingly gaining fine motor skills and gross 
motor skills.  They can walk in line holding on to a 
walking rope, paint, squish playdough, and fix 
simple puzzles.  Although they play more 
individually, they are beginning to gain some social 
skills by association with peers.  Their vocabularies 
have grown as well.  They also have started to 
learn colors and shapes.   
 Children in the three-year-old classrooms 
engage in more extensive conversations.  They are 
constantly asking “Why?” or “How come?” or 
“What’s this?”  They are much more social and 
often play “make-believe”.  They communicate well 
using words such as “May I borrow a toy?” or 
“Please” or “I’m sorry.”  Many children play with 
cars and tricycles by pedaling with their feet. 
 Children in the four-year-old classrooms 
have achieved competence in motor, language, and 
social development that leads them to gain 
confidence.  They play by taking turns, sharing, and 
following rules.  They also help each other.  In 
addition, they are prepared for kindergarten.  For 
example, they write Hiragana letters, count one by 
one, and practice sending a message to their 
families. Daily four-year-old children plan to spend 
some time with our minister.   
 Children in Saturday classes learn Japanese 
little by little every week.  Children in the three-
year-old classroom have learned “fruits”, “things 
that are red”, “dragonflies”, and “Halloween” 

through various activities.  Children in the four-
year-old classroom made “Onigiri (rice balls)” and 
ate them when they learned “A,I,U,E, O”  When 
they learned “Ka, Ki, Ku, Ke, Ko”, they made their 
names using seeds of Kabocha (pumpkins).  They 
also made Kuruma (cars) using paper plates. 
 The teachers are trying to find each child’s 
strengths and abilities. They make an effort to 
create an appropriate environment to bring out the 
children’s potential.  In addition, we value 
greetings, saying “thank you”, good manners, 
thoughtfulness, and cooperation that are part of 
Japanese culture. 
 At the Nakayoshi preschool, all the 
teachers seek to provide early childhood education 
with a passion and nurturing atmosphere.  When 
you have concerns or questions, please discuss with 
them or me anytime.  Thank you. 

Director    Keiko Damiata   
 
2016-2017 
Teachers 
Penguin (Daily 2s)  Yuka Nayuki 
Risu (Daily 2s)  Naomi Inoue 
Banana (Daily 3s)  Ryoko Nakawake 
Melon (Daily 3s)  Toshie Kimoto 
Bara (Daily 4s)  Emiko Hasegawa 
Sumire (Daily 4s)  Tomoko Nakagawa 
Sakura  (Saturday 3s) Miyoko Nishiya 
Kiku (Saturday 4s)  Yuko Yokota 
 
TA and Afternoon Teachers 
Hiroko Shigetani, Ryu Wanibuchi, Yoko Hersch 
Kana Mukai, & Naoko Saito 
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New Teacher   !
 
Ms. Naoko Saito joined the Nakayoshi preschool 
this school year. She always has a smile and is 
cheerful and energetic; therefore, the children 
love to be around her.  Her own children graduated 
from the Nakayoshi preschool several years ago.  
We are very happy to have Ms. Saito as a teacher. 
 
Tea Party 
 
A Tea Party was held by our parent class 
representatives, which includes Ms. Godinez, the 
new PTC president, at the social hall on October 
22nd.  Ms. Hamasaki, the former PTC president, and 
Ms. Kuwahara also participated.  The party started 
with a few comments by Rev. Iwohara, and the 
teachers of JBC and preschool had a good time 
with the representatives.  Every year the PTC 
holds special events for the children as well as 
purchases supplies such as crayons, markers, and 
drawing books to be used in the classrooms. We 
are looking forward to their continued support.  
The following are our new parent class 
representatives: 
 
Penguin Ai Inoue & Satsuki Shirao 
Risu    Shiko Ishii & Mari Shikasho  
Banana  Ryoko Asahina & Kyoko Hahn 
Melon   Mikiko Bilbrey, Rie Homma,  

& Maya Michihata 
Bara  Izumi Combs & Kaori Hashimoto  
Sumire  Chigusa Shieh  
Sakura  Patti Takata, Stacey Toyoaki 
Kiku   Randy Kawahara 
 
The Building Maintenance Volunteers   !
 
The GBC volunteers - Wallace Yuki, Jon Nakamura, 
Joe Nishihira, Ken Nishida, James Yokota, Daniel 
Iwamoto, and Hiro Kawai - have performed various 
building maintenance and taken care of the 
gardening around the church.  In order to provide 
a safe and clean environment for the children, the 
staff sometimes asks them to fix or replace 
things.  They always come promptly to help us.  We 
appreciate their support.  

 
Puppet Show from Japan  !
 
On September 9th and 10th, volunteers of a puppet 
show from Japan (Uchinada-cho, Ishikawa-ken) 
visited us and performed puppet, picture-card, and 
magic shows.  The children had a good time and at 
the end, they were able to play with the puppets. 
 

 
 
November & December Schedule 
 
November 
11(Fri) Daily Veteran’s Day School Closed 
18(Fri) Daily Autumn Sale (Cookie) 
19(Sat) Sat. Autumn Sale (Curry & Cookie) 
24 (Thu) Daily Thanksgiving Day School Closed 
25(Fri) Daily Thanksgiving Day School Closed 
26(Sat) Sat. Thanksgiving Day School Closed 
 
December 
8(Thu) Daily Fun Party 
10(Sat) Sat. Fun Party 
16(Fri) Daily First Semester ends, PTC Mochitsuki 
17(Sat) Sat. First Semester ends, PTC Mochitsuki 
19(Mon)~Jan. 2(Mon)   Winter Vacation 
  
Many events are forthcoming this school year.  
Please be on the lookout for them.  In addition, 
when volunteers are needed, please feel free to 
donate your time if you wish to.  Thank you. 
 
Enrollment 
 
There are a few spots available for a daily 3-year-
old classroom (9-12am) and a Saturday 4-year-old 
classroom.  Please tell friends about it.  
 
Let’s wear Nakayoshi T-shirts on Fridays!  
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